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Section 02.  The mouse, the straightedge and the pad
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The Mouse and Mouse Parameters
First of all, the mouse you use will make a huge difference in your game.  For TruSwing players using a straight edge, the mouse must have a flat edge or an edge that touches the straight edge at two points.  A mouse with a rounded edge will give you very erratic results.  
Up until recently, I used a standard Microsoft ball mouse.  Now, I use a Microsoft Basic Optical Mouse (part # X800898-113).  This is a PS/2 compatible mouse and costs about $15.  In my opinion, it is ideal for the PGA2000 game.

It is important to set up the mouse right to start with.  How you set up depends a lot on your specific system and what mouse software (mouseware) you are using.  Personally, I run the XP operating system and use the Logitech mouseware Version mw961enu, which works just fine with a P/S2 type mouse.
With Logitech mouseware under the "motion" tab, you have settings for speed, acceleration, and reporting rate.  
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You can check your particular mouse settings by simply clicking on the “Start” button, click on “settings”, click on “control panel” then click on the mouse icon.  Check the “motion” tab.
After much experimentation, I have found that the mouse motion settings that seem to work best for me are:

- Speed on maximum (Fast)
- Acceleration off (No)
- PS/2 reporting rate set on 80 for the ball mouse or 100 for the optical mouse.  You may want to experiment to see what gives you the best results.
Note from Diguelo:  Word of warning here guys an gals, the mouseware when used on Windows XP / 2000 may cause a crash error to pop up, just ignore it and close the window it wont affect the mouse settings at all and is caused by a conflict in the EM_EXEC.EXE part of the mouseware. It wont damage your system or data at all.
Give your mouse a bath now and then
Regardless of the type of mouse you use, keep it clean at all times.  If you are getting a lot of bad shots all of a sudden, that’s a good sign your mouse needs cleaning.  Even with an optical mouse, a small piece of fuzz or a hair can cause the mouse to act weird.


The Straight Edge
A straightedge can be anything that works for you.  Some people use CD cases, some use wood, or whatever.   The idea is to have something you can use to guide the mouse in a straight line so you have a consistent, predictable swing.  



Make sure you have a good straight edge that is consistent for you.  Make sure it is secure and doesn’t move around.  Make sure the straightedge is 100% straight.  Check it with a T-square.  The slightest bow or imperfection in the edge can cause a fade or draw.


 

Personally, I use a piece of interlocking flooring (available at any Home Depot, Lowes, etc.)  with a piece of sandpaper glued to the back of it so it grips the mouse pad.  The mouse travels along the edge of the flooring piece.  I periodically sand it lightly, check the edge with a T-square, and put a coat of silicone on the edge to minimize friction.  The left edge of the flooring piece is up against my keyboard and is locked in place on my pull-out keyboard trey.  Nothing moves.  The slightest movement of your straight edge can cause a draw or fade. 

Note from Diguelo:  Here is one way to test if your cursor is moving in a true vertical line.  Move your pointer to the very top of the monitor screen and slide the mouse forward along the entire edge. If you notice the cursor "Dancing" or moving left/right as you slide along the edge, then your edge needs some attention. Remember to keep it clean and polished to stop the mouse grabbing on the edge.

The pad or mouse mat
For a Ball type mouse

If you are using a ball type mouse, be sure the mouse pad is a good one.  Most computer stores carry a type of pad that is designed to give maximum traction on the mouse ball.  I recommend you get one of those.  Personally, when using a ball mouse, I used the 3M Precise Mousing Surface pad.  

For an Optical mouse

If you are using an optical mouse, be sure to use the type pad recommended by the manufacturer.  Personally, I use a pad specifically designed for maximum optical mouse performance.  Remember the optical mouse is “reading” the pad and providing feedback information to your computer at the rate of X times per second.  An optical mouse can have trouble “reading” a single-color or black pad.  Make sure the mat is secured and doesn't move.
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Notice that the mouse is touching the straight edge at two points.  This assures the mouse travels in a straight line along the edge.





Acceleration off (NO)





Speed on Fast as possible





PS/2 Report Rate


- 80 for ball mouse


- 100 for optical mouse














