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Diguelo's Course Collator V4.0
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If you have been playing this game for any amount of time, I am sure you have experienced the frustration of trying to set up a game and select a good course that everyone has installed, especially when you have 4, 5, 6 (or more) players joining a game. 
One player may have 50 courses, the next player may have 500 courses and the next has 1000 courses.  What you really need to know is: 
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Up until now, it was a big guessing game and you can waste a lot of time while people bring up their course manager to see what courses they have installed.  A lot of times, you just give up and play a stale old stock course (which we know everyone has installed since stock courses come with the game).
Well, now there is a solution:  Diguelo's Course Collator V4.0.  It is a small but powerful program that solves several problems that has been with PGA2000 since day one.
What does it do?

The program features include:

1. First, the program creates a file named "Yourname.Course.List.csv" consisting of all your installed courses and puts that file in a folder on your "C" drive named "Diguelo PGA list".  For example, your course list might be named Johns.Course.List.csv.   
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Note: Your course list is recreated every time you run the Collator program to pick up any course/library additions or deletions you may have had since the last time you ran the program.
2. Next, the program compares course lists you select and creates a "Common" course list among all the players being compared.  In a few seconds, you can have a common courses list from which you can pick a course that you all have installed.
3. Next, the program provides a quick way to list all stock and custom libraries required by a course. New with Version 4.0, the modification date and time of each custom library is shown.  If you find a bad date on one of your libraries, you can change it on the spot.  A date changer facility has been built into the Collator program.  This will be a major assist in resolving the "incompatible libraries" problem we are experiencing with Kali. If for some reason, you are missing a library for the course you are checking, you will be advised of that and which library(s) are missing.
4. Next, the program displays a list of all libraries you have installed.  
5. Next, the program gives you a quick way to check someone else’s course list to see if they have a course.

Where do I get this program?    
Diguelo's Course Collator V4.0 is located on the MyGolfer website in the Miscellaneous Files folder.   http://www.mygolfer.net/courses/default.asp

On the MyGolfer home page, click on "Miscellaneous Files".  A list of files will pop up.  Scroll down until you find Type=Utility.  There it is. 

Then, click on Diguelo's_Course_Collator V4.0 and just download it to your desktop.  
OK, I downloaded the program, now what?
After downloading, you will have a zip file on your desk top with all the components you need to install the program including: 
1. An installer titled DigsCollator_setup.exe 
2. A text file titled Read-Me.Collator.V4 containing installation instructions

3. A copy of this tutorial titled Diguelos.Course.Collator.V4.0.doc
Unzip the file and take the time to read the "Read Me" document.

As instructed in the "Read Me" document, if you have a prior version of Diguelo's Course Collator installed, you need to first uninstall that version.  Simply use the Add/Remove programs function in your control file.  You should also delete the older version's folder from your Programs folder on the C drive.  Just drag the old folder to the recycle bin (trash).  A new folder will be created when you install V4.0.
Next, click on setup.exe and follow the instructions.  During installation, you have the option to create a shortcut on your desktop.
What if I forgot to create a shortcut during installation?
No problem.  After installation, you will have a new folder in your Programs folder on your C drive named Diguelo's Course Collator.  Open that folder.

You will then see an application named Diguelos Course Collator.exe.  Right click on that entry and click "create shortcut".  Drag the shortcut to your desktop.  Close all program folders.
You should now have a shortcut on your desk top with an Icon that looks like this.  
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You can leave the shortcut on your desktop or put the shortcut in your task bar along with your other shortcuts.  You are ready to run the program.
OK, What's next?

Double click on the above shortcut.  That will bring up a screen that looks like this: 
[image: image11.png]Installed Courses

My Installed Libs

Zooty's hood
Breszy Gap Courtry Ol
Crosked Run Gl and C:
Gazzas Creek GC
Liverworst lske.

The Taber Tower Galf C
The Triogy Course

The Triogy Course V2
Unknawn nks:

Crop Circle Canyon by R
Guadalupe Landfil

La Cortessa

Pineridge Golf Club
Rockwater ldge
Sahales Courtry Club -'<
The Compass--East Cour
The Legends Course
TRC of Egg Herbor

(R) Rezdy Creek NC

1545 Installed

112
11550t

123

1t

tiks

[ Fab Place.

atican

berta Fiats

elnad

amerco

(amberdam

(ancien Yaye

[anciert Lake Textures
(artarctic Lk
ertiies

|apache Pass LB
apano

P

672 Installed

[spaghett bencier 102872007 07
raccoon 1011572007 01:00:00
<tubsters2 1072772007 124811
|swingertunky 101512007 01:0C
leecioft 212772008 05:31:58 P
Terry 21572008 08:51:51 Pt
TerryLaptop 10152007 DB:41:¢
Tincup 312712008 03:47:31 Pt
wagemeister 1772007 10.42:1

egametor-ecton 420007
[weite 71200552000 P =|

COMPARE RESET &
QUIT





Type in the name you want to use to name your course list file.  Normally, this is your golfing name.  Then click on OK.
Note, in versions 3.5 and 4.0 you only have to enter your name one time.  The program remembers the name you entered.  Then click on OK.
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You will then see a screen that looks like this:








Initial Conditions of the Course Collator screen
When the collator screen first comes up, what you see in the four boxes is:

1. Box 1: A list of Your installed courses

2. Box 2: A list of Your installed libraries
3. Box 3: "Players in Game" (blank initially)
4. Box 4: A display of all course lists you have stored along with the date and time of their creation.  This allows you to see how dated the stored course lists are.  You might want to ask some people to send you and updated list.
Note: Click on “Reset” anytime to re-establish initial screen conditions.

Selecting players for course list comparison
Now, select the players whose course lists you want to compare (The minimum is two.  The maximum is all course lists you have stored).
Highlight a player in the "Lists Stored" box then, click on <<ADD.  That moves the name from "Lists Stored" to the "Players in Game" box.  Select the next player, click <<ADD… etc.  This will move names, one at a time, into the "Players in Game" Box.
You will end up with some number of names in the "Players in Game" box.   You will see a screen that looks like this:




 


Then, click on "COMPARE".  In this example, we want to compare the course lists of three players and create a list of courses common to all three players.  It takes only a few seconds to do the comparison.
Now you have a consolidated list of "courses in common"
The next thing you will see is a screen showing all the courses the selected players have in common:





In this example, the three players selected have 662 courses in common and those courses are listed in the first box, now titled "Compared List".  How cool is that?!
Then you can scroll down the list and pick a course.  Then you might say, "Hey, we all have The Legends Course.  Let's play that one." 
Some notes on the various buttons

<<ADD

Suppose a new player just came into the room and wants to join you.  Assume you have their course list.  Just highlight their name in "Lists Stored" and click on <<ADD.  That will add their name to the group in the "Players In Game" box.  Then click on COMPARE.  You now will have a new common course list with the new player included in the group.

DEL>>
Suppose someone who has been playing needs to leave.  You want a new consolidated list without that player.  Highlight their name in the "Players in Game" box, click DEL>> and then click COMPARE.   Your new consolidated list will exclude that player.
Clear List
This clears all entries from the "Players in Game" box.  This sets you up to create a new list of players for comparison if you like.
View List (another player’s list)
If you want to see what courses a specific player has, highlight their name in the "Lists Stored" box and click on "View List".  That persons name will appear at the top of the leftmost box.  A complete list of their courses is shown below their name, like this:






RESET

The "RESET" button sets the Collator screen back to initial conditions (see page 4 above).  
If you add/delete any courses or libraries while the collator is running, click the RESET button to create a refreshed list with all changes included.  Re-launching the Collator program will do the same thing.
QUIT
Shut down the collator program.

Mouse-over Capability

If you forget what the above buttons do, just move your cursor over a button for a second or two (no mouse buttons depressed).  A pop-up will tell you what the button does.
Listing all libraries for a course
A new feature of the Course Collator V4.0 is the ability to display all libraries used by a course along with each custom library’s modification date and time YOU have stored.  This ability significantly improves the ability to diagnose library date problems that cause the “Altered lib…” problem in Kali. 
How does it work?

First click on "RESET" to display your course list, and then double click on any course and you will see a "Course Libraries" pop-up window like this:







This function will notify you if you have any missing libraries.  If something is missing, scroll down the library list to see which library(s) you need.
The main problem we have had with Kali is differences in the library modification date and time.  The collator has been upgraded to display YOUR modified date and time on each custom Library.  You can now quickly compare your list with someone else who may be in conflict.

To view the details on a different course, just close the "Course Libraries" window by clicking OK.  Then scroll to find another course you want to check.
Fixing library date problems

Suppose you determine that you have a bad date on a library.  How do you fix it?  Basically, you have two options:
1. Re-download the library from MyGolfer and install it.
2. New with Version 4 of the collator, you can fix the date in the collator itself.
Example:  Suppose you display the libraries for Crop Circle Canyon like so.  You determine that for whatever reason, you have a bad date and time for the Blackheath library.  


You can fix the date right here by doing the following:

- Double click on the Blackheath library.

- A date changer box will pop up

- Enter the correct date and time in the date-changer box.  Then click on Change Date.


The “Required Library Files” list will refresh and you will now see the corrected date on the Blackheath Library.  The new Modification Date and time for Blackheath is permanent on your Sierra file, or wherever you store your libraries during installation.
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Displaying Library Details
Another feature of the Course Collator V4.0 is the ability to quickly display the modification date and time stamp on any installed library.   Double click on any library in the second box and you will see a "File Properties" pop-up window like this:




To view the details of a different library, close the "File Properties" window by clicking OK.  Then scroll to find another library to check.  With the new date display and date-changer functions in Version 4.0, this capability will not be used a lot.  But it is still handy to have a complete list of all your installed libraries instantly available.
Customizing your Collator color scheme
As a matter of personal preference, I have my color scheme set up as shown below.  The background on each text box is light blue and the lettering is a dark blue.  You may not like that color scheme.  If not, you can change it.


Maybe you would prefer to see your screens with dark blue background and Yellow lettering as shown here.


Here is how to customize your color scheme:

To change the background color on the Collator display boxes
-Right click on any open area on your desktop

-Click on properties

-Click on the “desktop” tab

-Click on the “Color” pull down menu and select your preferred background color

-Click on Apply

-Click on OK

To change the lettering color in the Collator display boxes
-Click on the “Customize Colours” button on the main Collator screen, a box will pop up
-Click on your preferred lettering color

-Click OK
Questions and Answers
When I install Version 4.0, do I lose the course lists I already have?
No.  Deleting older Collator versions does not touch your stored course lists.

Will my existing course lists work with the new Version 4.0

Yes.  Note: All course lists used in the prior versions of the collator are compatible with Version V4.0.

How do I get other player's lists?
Suppose you have a group of 10-20 people you play with on a regular basis.  First, each person should have the Course Collator V3.5 or V4.0 program installed.  You need to send your course list to each person you want to have it.  Likewise, they must send you their course list.  The course lists are very small files (3-35 KB) and are suitable as email attachments.  However, any file transfer method will work.
If one of your playing partners just installed the Collator program, you could send them all your accumulated course lists to get them up to date.
Is there a central place where I can get other people's course lists?
No.  That was considered, but it was deemed a serious security risk.  It would be too easy for a hacker to plant viruses, Trojans and other nasty stuff into course list files.

For now anyway, you will need to distribute and/or receive course lists via email or by some other secure means.
What do I do with another player's list when I get it?

When someone sends you their course list, download their list and put it in your "Diguelo PGA List" folder on your C drive.  The new or revised list will be immediately recognized by the Collator.

How you put a new course list into the Diguelo PGA List folder is up to you.  You could:

1. Download the new course list directly to the folder or

2. Download the new course list to say your desktop then simply move the file into the Diguelo PGA List folder.

In either case, when you put the new list in the Diguelo PGA List folder, an older version of their list (if any), will be over written.  Then you are up to date with that person.
How many course lists can I have?

There is no real limit to the number of course lists you can have in your C drive folder.  As a practical matter, you might accumulate 40-50 course lists over time.
How many course lists can I compare at one time?

No limit.  The minimum for comparing is two, but you can compare as many lists as you have stored. 

What if I type my name wrong when I run the program?

The program will create a course list under that incorrect name.   To correct the name, double click on the name box (upper left, below Credits) and enter the corrected name.  A new list under the corrected name will be created automatically and your misnamed course list is deleted automatically.
How do I delete old lists I don’t want anymore?
If you want to get rid of an obsolete course list file, just go to your C drive, open the "Diguelo PGA List" folder, then drag the file to the trash (no harm done).  Alternately, right click on the file and select delete to accomplish the same thing. 
What if I have two computers?
If you have two (or more) computers with a different number of courses on each, install the program on each computer and create a separate course list for each computer.  
So for example, you might have a course list named Johns.Desktop.Course.List.csv and one named Johns.Laptop.Course.List.csv.
How often do I need to distribute my course list(s)?

In reality, the course lists are fairly static files.  They only change when you add or delete courses.  Updating your friends once per month should be adequate.  You might update them more often if you are downloading a lot of courses.  It is really up to you.

Do I need to have Microsoft Excel installed to run this program?

No.  As long as you only use the Collator program to open the course list files, you do not need Excel installed.  However, if you want to open a .csv course list file to see what is in there, you will need Excel or the Excel Viewer Installed.
Why do see some see certain libraries as "Stock" while other people see those same libraries as "Custom" libraries?
 There are three versions of PGA2000:
1. The standard edition which includes 13 stock courses and their related stock libraries.

2. The Collectors Edition (CE) which includes 13 stock courses plus 13 CE courses. For those who have the CE version of PGA2000, the additional 13 CE courses and related libraries are treated as "Stock" by the Collator.

3. The Titanium Edition (TI) which includes all the standard stock and CE courses plus seven (7) additional Titanium courses. For those who have the TI version of PGA2000, the 13 additional CE courses and the additional 7 TI courses and their related libraries are treated as "Stock" by the Collator.

So for example, I have the Standard PGA2000 version. The Whisperwind course is a CE course with its own Whisperwind library. In the Collator, I will see the Whisperwind library as a custom library. Anyone with the CE version of PGA2000 will see the Whisperwind library as a stock library.
Can I minimize the Collator screen and keep it active in the background?

New with Version 4.0, yes you can.

A Nice Alternative to the Course Manager for certain things
Even if you are not using the program to compare lists, it is a quick and convenient way to check on courses you have installed.  When you have hundreds of courses installed, the course manager can take several minutes to come up.  The Collator program literally takes a second or two to display your list of courses and libraries.

It is also worth noting that if you are missing a library for a course, the Course Manager display does not tell you.  The Course Collator does.
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This is the course list file I just created when I ran the program with the name Tincup
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