“The Bluffs”

 Designed by Steve Day

Course description:

This course takes advantage of the three distinctively different terrains that exist on this Oceanside plot of land.  The course starts in the rolling hills of evergreen forests and winds its way up to the bluffs overlooking the ocean.  After several holes along the bluffs we go back into the forest to complete the front nine.  

The back nine again works its way through the forest up to the bluffs. Here we play a series of holes along the cliffs overlooking the ocean and the holes below.  The dramatic par three 14th takes us down from the bluffs to the beach.  A series of challenging holes along the beach bring us to the 18th, a short but challenging par 4 over a lake to the clubhouse.   This course should challenge your skills and stimulate your senses.

Designer’s philosophy:

Each of us has different tastes in life.  Our perspective on golf courses is no exception.  I designed this course to please me.  I decided to share it in the hope that some others may enjoy it too.  I am sure some will not.  I am happy to have their input as well.  

This is the first course that I have released to the public.  I am still a novice designer and have no doubt made some technical errors.  Please feel free to make constructive comments, suggestions and even criticism.  Just be civil, this is supposed to be fun.

I like courses that cause you to think and make you play a variety of shots.  This is not a “grip it and rip it” course.  There are several holes that do not require driver from the tee.  You will have to work the ball both left and right to hit fairways and greens.

I have noticed that bunkers with very high and sharply defined lips seem to be the vogue thing.  To me, they are unrealistic.  After all a bunker in real life is not totally uniform by design.  It is a hazard after all.  I just wanted you to know, I made them a little less defined because I like them that way, not because I cannot make them the other. Let me know if you like them.

 I hope you enjoy.

Special libraries used:  Augusta National 2001, Parkland, Pebble Beach

Tip for play: (assumes tournament tees)

#1 Set up to right and hit a draw to avoid bunker on left.  Big hitters may be able to hit over it if the wind is right.  Try to stay a little to the right of the fairway to avoid being blocked by the large oak in the front left of the green.

#2 Are you feeling lucky?  Green is drivable, but cliffs are out of bounds to the right and trouble all around.  Notice the bunker and tree in the middle of the fairway, work the ball either left or right of it.  The safe shot is 4-5 iron to the left of the bunker, leaving a wedge to the green.

#3 Long par three along the cliffs.  Work the ball right to left to avoid bunker in front.  Just be careful not to leave it out on the right.  The cliffs are out of bounds.

#4 If you use driver you will need to work the ball right to left around the lake.  If you do you will be rewarded with a short shot to the double green shared with #10.  Slightly safer, (but not as much fun) is to hit three wood between the lake and the bunker and play a mid iron into the green.  Large deep bunkers guard the green left and right.

#5 Hit your tee shot no more than 255 yards.  Best shot is a draw around the trees on the left.  Second shot will be mid iron over the waste area.  Be careful the waste area is unplayable.

#6 Short par three.  What you see is what you get.  No surprises here.

#7 Grip it and rip it!  Play to right only if the wind is very strong against to clear waste area. Long hitters may need to play the ball a little left to stay on the fairway.  Go for it if you dare.  If not, the safe lay-up area is about 100-120 yards from the flag.

#8 Big hitters be careful.  Hit no longer than 280 off the tee to avoid the waste area.  This hole favors a right to left tee shot.  Take an extra club for your approach.  For some reason it seems to play longer than you think.  Long green has lower front and higher back shelves.  Be sure to get the right distance to avoid three putting.

#9 Three shot par five with big dogleg to the left.  Hit tee shot a little right of center to avoid being blocked by trees for your second shot.  For second shot either hit a mid iron short of the bunker on the right, or hit a long iron with a strong draw. The longer shot will reward you with a short pitch in and a birdie opportunity.  Stay out of the large deep bunker on the right of the green.

#10 Long par three over a lake.  Deep bunkers front and back.  This green is shared with #4.  Shoot for the flag on the left.

#11 Tough short par four.  Precision is required on the tee shot.  Stop ball on top of hill about 250yards from tee to avoid waste area hazard.  A good tee shot rewards you with a short second and a birdie opportunity.  A poor tee shot will cost several strokes.  Be careful.

#12 Uphill par 4.  Avoid fairway bunkers left and right.  I like to play a draw here, but you can play straight if you choose the proper direction.  Keep tee shot a little right of center to avoid being blocked by a large tree at front and right of the green.  Don’t be long on the second shot.  The cliffs behind the green are OB.

#13 Reachable par five.  To go for green in 2, keep your tee shot a little left of center to avoid trees at right front of green. Lay up a little let to have best 3rd shot to green.  Either way you play this one, it is a birdie hole if you make good shots.  Cliffs all along right side are OB.

#14 Long par three, plays shorter because of large elevation change as you hit from the cliffs to the beach.  No surprises here.  Be careful, beach sand is unplayable.

#15 Tough par four.  Choose your shot, either left of the tree at the edge of the beach with a draw, or right of the tree with a fade.  It is hard to keep a straight shot on the fairway.  Try not to go too far right as a tree hangs over the right side of the fairway and could affect your approach shot.  Get all the way up on the green.  A short shot can spin back down into the bunker.

#16 Tough tee shot.  Must move the ball left to right around the large bunker on the right.  Remember to avoid the beach sand it is unplayable.  Be careful with your second shot (or third or forth hehe). Beach to the left, bunkers to the right and back.  A miss to the left can roll down to the beach and OB. 

#17 Take your pick.  Play long to the left and flirt with the beach, or safer and shorter to the right.  Lots of options on this hole, just STAY OFF THE BEACH! (at least until after the round)

#18 Accuracy off the tee here is a must.  Fairway doglegs to the left.  Hit no longer than 250 yards off the tee.  Remember it is quite a bit up hill.  From the top of the hill you will have a short shot over the lake to the green.  Play it well its birdie.  Slip a little, its disaster.

Ok, Now you can hit the beach!

